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RECENT WORK BY THE LINSPAR DECORATING 

COMPANY. 



THE LINSPAR DECORATING CO. have lately decorated the 
residence of Mr. William Noble, 246 Central Park, West, 
New York. The vestibule has a linspar wall surface finely- 
granulated and decorated in bronze tones of gold and blue, and 
in the centre of either wall there is a shield and branch of wav- 
ing laurel wrought in relief, the shield being a maroon color 
having an oval silver panel, bearing a golden classic torch. The 
walls of the hall and staircase are entirely decorated with linspar, 
slightly roughened and artistically colored in a blending of blue 
and gold. There is a fine border consisting of old gold scrolls in 
linspar relief. In the reception room the walls are decorated 
with a white and blue cheviot paper. The frieze is a delicately 
modelled repeat of Empire wreaths, held together by flowing 
ribbons, all in white relief on a dark cream ground. The effect 
is charming in the extreme, the decorator having skilfully avoided 
the slightest approach to that vulgar display that is nowadays 
so often produced in many kinds of plastic relief. The ceiling of 
this apartment also has a border of linspar relief which consists 
of a large white Empire wreath in each corner, from which 
spring lines of classic foliage, also in white relief, that meet each 
other half way along the sides, held together by ribbons. In the 
musie room, there is also a fine linspar frieze, the ornament being 
a composition in the Empire style of lyres, bay wreaths and inter- 
twining ribbons, all in white relief on a dark cream ground. The 



copper, silver and gold fish, which forms a brilliant decoration. 
There is also at the bottom of the frieze clumps of modeled sea- 
weed, through which fishes and eels are seen to wriggle them- 
selves. The curved ceiling of the cabin has transverse panels 
separated from each other by beams of wood, the whole painted 
a cream tint. At either end of the panels there is a dado of 
scrollwork in linspar relief, the scrolls representing allegorical 
dolphins, while the field of the panel is studded with a small 
ornament, also in relief. All the high lights of the orna- 
ment are in gold leaf. Prom this main cabin can be seen 
glimpses of the master's -cabin, the guests' state rooms, and the 
sailing master's cabin, all heavily trimmed in carved walnut and 
mahogany. With regard to the linspar decorations on board, their 
wonderfully unique character obliges us to confess that there 
seems to be no limit whatever to the extraordinary adaptability of 
this plastic relief. It is a fresh verification of the remark of Ham- 
let to his friend, Horatio, who was surprised at something won- 
drous strange. Quoth Hamlet : " There are more things in heaven 
and earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of in your philosophy." 



It may not be generally known that veneering gives greater 
strength to articles of furniture than if they were solidly made. 
There was a time when veneers were regarded as an inferior 
substitute for solid hardware, but some of the most costly and 
artistic furniture is now veneered. Among the valuable woods 
for the purpose many are obtained from the far East, even the 
remote Siam and the Philipines furnishing supplies. Some of 




LINSPAR DECORATION IN CABIN OF MR. A. MOTT'S YACHT "MAGIC." 



Ceiling has a beautiful canopy decoration, also in linspar relief, the 
ground of the canopy being pinkish white and the outlying parts 
a yellowish pink. In the dining room, the frieze has classic em- 
blems, also modelled in white relief, with intermingling ribbons 
in pale blue relief on a pale olive ground. The border of the 
ceiling has also classic emblems in liDspar effects in each of the 
four corners, the extension on each side being composed of wav- 
ing ribbons in pale blue relief, all on a ground of an olive green 
tint. The walls in each of these apartments are covered with 
fine papers, and the trimmings are of polished mahogany through- 
out. The treatment of the linspar decorations is thorougly ar- 
tistic, exhibiting both delicacy and power, the rarest of all com- 
binations in art work. 

The Linspar Co. have just finished the decoration of the 
yacht "Magic," the property of Mr. Augustus Mott, of Mott 
Haven, New York City. There is a wide frieze around the main 
cabin, which is formed of linspar relief, placed upon a canvas 
backing. The motive is a marine one, being the representation 
of a rope net of an Indian red tint, on an olive ground. Along 
the top and bottom of the frieze are ropes decorated with 
gold leaf, to which the rope net is apparently attached. En- 
tangled in the meshes of the net is a school of finely modelled 



the most exquisitely colored and figured woods are only obtain- 
able in small pieces, and are used for ornamental inlay designs 
in devising and applying which the Hollanders are so expert 
that cabinets, tables, desks snd other articles thus treated by 
them are imported here and find ready sale. 



Varnish of all kinds should be uniformly applied in very 
thin coats, and sparingly on the edge and angles of a surface 
where it is likely to accumulate. The brush at commencing 
should be placed a little distance from the edge of the panel and 
steadily and rapidly strokes be directed towards each end 
alternately. A brush may be passed, however, over a small 
surface in one operation and this a second or third time, to 
distribute the varnish uniformly and to work out the air bubbles. 
The second series of strokes on such surfaces may be made at 
right angles to the first, and the third in a similar direction to 
the first so as to secure an even surface. The work must be 
done quickly. 



Glass may be decorated in any design without firing by 
applying with a pencil a solution of silicate of soda or potassium 
to which water colors are added, with the addition of zinc white. 
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